Foreword

In response to the growing need for supporting large number of livelihoods, especially for the rural poor, the Central &
State Governments as well as NGOs took up a variety of interventions. In the recent past various micro finance
services have been reaching the poor through SHGs, Cooperatives, Banks, MFIs, and other financial institutions through
different approaches. The provision of these services has been growing at a very rapid pace, but yet to reach many. It
has also been observed that most of the investments are not yet impacting the livelihoods of the poor. In addition to
the micro finance activities there are several initiatives taken up for improving the livelihoods of the poor both the
government as well as that by the NGOs. There is considerable debate in the development sector to move from micro
finance to livelihood finance to maximize the impact of poverty reduction efforts.

The present study has been conducted to take a comprehensive view of livelihood interventions, their different
approaches and promotional practices, and to understand the impact of these interventions on people. In this process
also to identify a role that major support agencies can play for promoting sustainable livelihoods.

It’s a fact that, there is enormous scope for the Livelihood enhancement of the poor. Within this context, studies on
livelihood promotional practices are critical to understand the successes and the shortcomings , which would aid in
replicating the success and addressing the gaps The study of Livelihood promotional practices by APMAS, ISLP-BASIX
with the support of SERP and the AGA Khan Foundation is an effort in that direction. APMAS is actively disseminating
the information on LH promotional practices which is useful to various stakeholders. This technical publication is a part
of that effort.

This study was an ambitious one and was initiated in November 2004 and completed in March 2005. In its enthusiasm to
explore in their entirety, the issues around Livelihood promotional practices, the study team led by APMAS and ISLP,
collected a wealth of data. The attempt to analyze as much of the data as possible resulted in an extended period of
research and discussion. Finally, in the interests of making public the information that could be acted upon, this report
is being published, limiting the scope of the study to such information as directly appears to relate to Livelihood
promotional practices. The full extent of data and case studies collected, without accompanying notes will be made
available at cost, to anyone interested in further researching the subject. Meanwhile, APMAS hopes that this report will
generate interest among livelihood practitioners. APMAS would like to undertake similar studies in future and make the
reports available for reference and appropriate action both at policy and implementation level.

We hope that the Livelihood promotion and support organizations would benefit from these publications and thereby
strengthen their Livelihood enhancement initiatives. We invite your opinion and suggestions on this book.

C. S. Reddy
Chief Executive Officer
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