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SECTION-VIII

IMPACT ON SELF HELP GROUPS
The exercise of linking SHGs to banks aimed at reducing rural poverty, increasing income earning opportunities, and providing greater financial and social security to members of SHGs, most of whom were rural poor women.
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Fig-13: Impact of Bank Linkages on SHG Members
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An attempt was made to assess members’ perception of change in their lives as a result of their membership in an SHG that was bank-linked.  The chart below provides an overview of the improvements in the lives of members of SHGs. 

	1. Income improvement
	7. Self Reliance
	13. Self-confidence

	2. Availability of credit
	8. Education levels 
	14. Decision Making

	3. Access to formal inst.
	9. Habit of savings
	15. Rep. in other Groups

	4. Free from money-lenders 
	10. Health Status 
	16. Leadership qualities

	5. Access to Pro-poor prog.
	11. Expenditure on food 
	17. Group solidarity

	6. Employment Generation
	12. Indebted
	


8.1
Impact on Member’s Financial Status

In terms of changes in their financial status, most members (94%) reported a clear improvement in their savings habit, and 89% reported satisfactory to good availability of credit. So, too, a high 84.5% reported increase in income level. Members felt that employment opportunities continued to be a problem with more than half reporting either no change, or insignificant improvement on this front. Finally, all credit was aimed at improved quality of life – however, more than half the members reported no change, insignificant change, or change for the worse, when it came to expenditure on food. While member perception of gain on the credit availability and access to formal institution fronts was high, member perception on dependence on moneylenders was that this had increased. 

Table-8.1: Member perception of change in financial status  

	S. No.
	Issues
	No Change
	Insignificant improvement
	Noticeable Improvement
	Significant Improvement
	Change for Worse

	1
	Income level
	4.3
	11.0
	70.5
	14.0
	0.3

	2
	Credit availability
	2.3
	8.3
	69.0
	20.0
	0.5

	3
	Access to formal institutions
	6.0
	16.3
	67.5
	10.3
	0.0

	4
	Habit of saving
	1.8
	3.8
	51.8
	42.3
	0.5

	5
	Access to pro-poor programme
	17.0
	26.3
	43.8
	12.5
	0.5

	6
	Expenditure on food 
	29.5
	19.0
	43.3
	6.5
	1.8

	7
	Freedom from money-lenders 
	7.0
	11.3
	42.3
	17.0
	22.5

	8
	Employment 
	20.3
	32.5
	34.5
	12.8
	0.0

	Note: 5 Point Scale was used in data collection, in which 1=No change; 2= Insignificant improvement (change up to 30%); 3= Noticeable improvement (change between 31% and 60%);  4= Significant improvement (change more than 60%); 5=Change for the worse after joining SHG


8.1.1 Improvement in Income and Employment

Most members reported an improvement in their income level, even with the very first loan from the bank, although around 19% reported either no change or insignificant change, or, change for the worse. By the 3rd linkage, however, all reported significant increase in income. What was surprising was that by the 4th and 5th linkages, there was a reversal of this perception, with nearly 17% reporting little change because of the linkages. One possible explanation could be that the increasing size of loan was felt to be a burden.

Table-8.2: Linkages and improvement in income
 

	Amount of 

change
	No. of linkages
	Total SHGs

	
	1st 
	2nd 
	3rd
	4th & 5th 
	

	No change
	5.8
	3.9
	-- 
	-- 
	4.3

	Little change
	13.0
	10.9
	-- 
	16.7
	11.0

	Moderate to significant 
	80.8
	85.3
	100.0
	83.3
	84.5

	Change for worse
	0.5
	-- 
	-- 
	-- 
	0.3

	Total
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00


Among the various social categories of SHGs, members of OC category SHGs expressed the most satisfaction with income improvement, followed by members of Minority category SHGs. It is likely that members of the other groups had less financial staying power, less risk taking capacity, to begin with, and loans, therefore, did not translate easily into increase in income. However, significant numbers of members from all categories felt that their income levels had improved as a result of the bank linkages.

Table-8.3: Social category and improvement in income
	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	5.9
	6.8
	4.3
	1.2
	5.9
	4.3

	Little change
	17.6
	14.9
	11.4
	6.2
	5.9
	11.0

	Moderate to significant 
	76.5
	77.0
	84.4
	92.6
	88.2
	84.5

	Change for worse
	-- 
	1.4
	-- 
	--
	--
	0.3

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.00


Table-8.4: Employment generation and linkages 

	Amount of 

change
	No. of linkages
	Total SHGs

	
	1st 
	2nd 
	3rd
	4th & 5th 
	

	No change
	20.7
	18.6
	22.2
	22.2
	20.3

	Little change
	36.5
	31.0
	22.2
	22.2
	32.5

	Moderate to significant 
	42.8
	50.4
	55.6
	55.6
	47.3

	Total
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00
	100.00


Where less than 43% of those who had received just one bank loan reported that they had no improvement in their employment opportunities, nearly 56% of those who had received 3 or more loans spoke of betterment in employment.

Less than 36% of SHGs that were 1-2 years old reported that there was improvement on the employment front. This changed to 60% in the case f SHGs that were 9 years old and more. That is, those who have been members of SHGs over years, do appear to gain on the employment front as well.

Table-8.5: Employment generation and age of SHGs

	Amount of 

change
	Age in years
	Total SHGs

	
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6
	7-8
	9 & > 9
	

	No change
	17.9
	21.0
	19.4
	20.0
	20.0
	20.3

	Little change
	46.2
	33.6
	33.3
	21.8
	20.0
	32.5

	Moderate to significant 
	35.9
	45.3
	47.2
	58.2
	60.0
	47.3

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.00


8.1.2
Credit Availability 

Every loan from the bank added to the availability of credit to members. Even with the first linkage, nearly 89% reported moderate to significant change in the availability of credit. This changed to 100% by the time of the 4th linkage – that is, by the 4th linkage, members felt that they had easy access to credit.

Table-8.6: Credit availability and linkages 

	Amount of 

change
	No. of linkages
	Total SHGs

	
	1st 
	2nd 
	3rd
	4th & 5th 
	

	No change
	1.9
	3.9
	-- 
	--
	2.3

	Little change
	9.6
	10.1
	 --
	--
	8.3

	Moderate to significant 
	88.5
	85.3
	97.8
	100.0
	89.0

	Change for worse
	-- 
	0.8
	2.2
	--
	0.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


When SHGs across various social categories were asked about credit availability, SHGs in the OC category (96.3%) emphatically spoke of moderate to significant improvement in the availability of credit. Among the Minority category SHGs, however, a little under 71% reported that credit was now available to them.

Table-8.7: Credit availability and social categories

	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	5.9
	1.4
	2.4
	2.5
	-- 
	2.3

	Little change
	11.8
	10.8
	8.5
	1.2
	23.5
	8.2

	Moderate to significant 
	82.4
	86.5
	89.1
	96.3
	70.6
	89.0

	Change for worse
	-- 
	1.4
	--
	--
	5.9
	0.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


8.1.4
Access to Formal Institutions and Freedom from Money-lenders

One important objective of the promotion of SHGs was that poor rural women should be able to access the formal banking system, and make it work for them. Women across all social categories reported that they now could and did access formal financial institutions. Over 91% of SHGs in the OC category reported improved access, and, even more significant, over 82% of SHGs in the ST category reported improved access to banks and other financial institutions. The only cause for concern was that 11.8% of Minority category SHGs, and 7.6% of BC category SHGs reported that there was no change in their access to formal financial institutions. 

Table-8.8: Access to formal institutions and social categories

	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	5.9
	4.1
	7.6
	2.5
	11.8
	6.0

	Little change
	11.8
	17.6
	19.9
	6.2
	17.6
	16.3

	Moderate to significant 
	82.4
	78.4
	72.5
	91.4
	70.6
	77.8

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


The data on borrowings of SHG members from money lenders showed both positive and negative changes. Over 59% of SHGs reported increased freedom from moneylenders. However, 22.5% of the groups reported change for the worse – that is, increased dependence on moneylenders. During FGIs, members spoke of borrowing from moneylenders to service their bank loans, and it is likely that it is such groups which have reported increased dependence on moneylenders.

Dependence on moneylenders stood at a high 33% by the 4th and 5th linkage, with another 11% reporting no change in freedom from moneylenders. That is, 44% of the sample in its 4th and 5th linkage felt itself to be in the clutches of moneylenders, and the majority of these felt the situation to be worse.  Repeat linkages usually result in increasing loan sizes, and increasing loan sizes may well be beyond the capacity of groups to repay. As already mentioned elsewhere in this report, groups tended to borrow from moneylenders to make remittances into banks.

Table-8.9: Freedom from moneylenders and linkages 

	Amount of 

change
	No. of linkages
	Total SHGs

	
	1st 
	2nd 
	3rd
	4th & 5th 
	

	No change
	8.7
	3.9
	6.7
	11.1
	7.0

	Little change
	11.1
	15.5
	4.4
	-- 
	11.3

	Moderate to significant 
	58.2
	62.0
	57.8
	55.6
	59.3

	Change for worse
	22.1
	18.6
	31.1
	33.3
	22.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Interestingly, the group which reported the worst change in getting free of money-lenders, was the OC category, with 32% reporting increased dependence. BC category SHGs had 16.6% reporting change for the worse, and ST category SHGs had 17.6% reporting change for the worse.

Table-8.10: Freedom from moneylenders and social categories

	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	5.9
	10.8
	5.7
	6.2
	11.8
	7.0

	Little change
	23.5
	9.5
	12.8
	6.2
	11.8
	11.3

	Moderate to significant 
	52.9
	51.4
	64.9
	55.6
	47.1
	59.3

	Change for worse
	17.6
	28.4
	16.6
	32.1
	29.4
	22.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


In terms of age of SHGs, 35.9% of SHGs in their 1st and 2nd years of functioning reported increased dependence on moneylenders. This situation appeared to improve with older SHGs, but in SHGs in their 7th-8th year of existence, it worsened sharply, with nearly 31% reporting increased dependence on moneylenders. With SHGs in their 9th year and more, the situation once again eased with only 20% reporting change for the worse. It is likely that members used their accumulated savings to clear old loans, and that is why there was some reduction in dependence on moneylenders.

Table-8.11: Freedom from moneylenders and age of SHGs

	Amount of 

change
	Age in years
	Total SHGs

	
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6
	7-8
	9 & > 9
	

	No change
	15.4
	4.2
	9.7
	7.3
	10.0
	7.0

	Little change
	17.9
	11.2
	8.3
	10.9
	10.0
	11.3

	Moderate to significant 
	30.8
	65.4
	62.5
	50.9
	60.0
	59.2

	Change for worse
	35.9
	19.2
	19.4
	30.9
	20.0
	22.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


The dependency on moneylenders was more in Chittoor (44%) followed by Vizianagaram (38%) and East Godavari (32%), and was least in Prakasam (8%).

8.1.5
Habit of Saving

Across ages, there was a high percentage of SHGs reporting an obvious improvement in the habit of savings. Where 97.4% of SHGs in their 1st and 2nd year of existence spoke of improved savings habit, 94.5% of SHGs in their 7th-8th year reported it. What gave some cause for concern, especially in the light of the previous findings on freedom from moneylenders, was that only 85% of SHGs in their 9th year reported improved savings habit. 

Table-8.12: Habit of savings and age of SHGs

	Amount of 

change
	Age in years
	Total SHGs

	
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6
	7-8
	9 & > 9
	

	No change
	-- 
	0.9
	4.2
	1.8
	5.0
	1.8

	Little change
	2.6
	2.8
	6.9
	3.6
	5.0
	3.8

	Moderate to significant 
	97.4
	95.8
	88.9
	94.5
	85.0
	94.0

	Change for worse
	-- 
	0.5
	-- 
	-- 
	5.0
	0.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


8.1.6
Access to Pro-poor Programmes

SHGs, apart from being linked to banks, were also expected to help poor rural women access pro-poor governmental programmes, and benefit from them. A high 76.5% of ST category SHGs reported that they had indeed accessed such programmes, and a reasonably high 70.4% of OC category SHGs, too, declared the same. What was disappointing was that only 48.3% of BC category SHGs reported positive change in access to pro-poor programmes. In fact, 22.3% of them said that there was no change in their access to pro-poor programmes prior to and post SHG formation and linkage. A high 23.5% of Minority category SHGs, too, reported ‘no change’ in access to these programmes.

Table-8.13 Access to pro-poor programmes and social categories

	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	5.9
	13.5
	22.3
	7.4
	23.5
	17.0

	Little change
	17.6
	25.7
	28.9
	22.2
	23.5
	26.3

	Moderate to significant 
	76.5
	59.5
	48.3
	70.4
	52.9
	56.2

	Change for worse
	-- 
	1.4
	0.5
	-- 
	--
	0.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Where several young SHGs reported that there was no change in their ability/inability to access governmental programmes, as SHGs grew older, this number dwindled, and nearly 69% of SHGs in their 3rd linkage reported a clear improvement in their access to pro-poor programmes. This number reduced, however, for those in the 4th – 5th linkage, raising issues once again of the duration of relationship between an individual and her SHG, and/or of the life cycle of an SHG.
Table-8.14: Access to pro-poor programmes and linkages
	Amount of 

change
	No. of linkages
	Total SHGs

	
	1st 
	2nd 
	3rd
	4th & 5th 
	

	No change
	19.7
	18.6
	4.4
	5.6
	17.0

	Little change
	25.0
	27.1
	24.4
	38.9
	26.3

	Moderate to significant 
	55.3
	53.5
	68.9
	55.6
	56.3

	Change for worse
	-- 
	0.8
	2.2
	-- 
	0.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


The Government of India and the Government of Andhra Pradesh have been implementing several welfare and developmental programmes for the benefit of various disadvantaged sections of society. The Government of Andhra Pradesh and Government of India have been implementing programmes such as Deepam, Adarana, SGSY, etc through self help groups. Information was gathered on various developmental programmes accessed by members of SHGs. The SHG member households were found to have benefited from nearly 15 programmes. Of these, the highest percentage of households (64.71%) benefited from the Public Distribution System (PDS), followed by Deepam (37.34%), and National Maternity Benefit Scheme (NMBS) (26.8%). Though NMBS figures appear smaller than [image: image2.emf]65%
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Deepam and PDS figures, the fact that the scheme is open only to pregnant women indicates that this programme was accessed well by SHG members. Less than 2% of members reported having benefited from programmes such as Adarana, housing, Swarnajayanthi Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY), Food for Work (FFW), Widow Pension, Old Age Pension, Physically Handicapped Benefits, Girl Child Benefit Scheme, etc. This data indicates that few programmes are reaching SHG households. While membership in an SHG may not have contributed to access to PDS, it is more than likely that access to Deepam is closely linked to membership in an SHG.  As in the case of NMBS, the universe for access to schemes such as widow pension, handicap benefits, etc, are smaller than the universe for access to, say, PDS, housing, SGSY, etc. As the study’s primary focus was bank linkage, it did not examine more closely the potential for use of these schemes by SHG members, against actual benefit taken by them. 
8.1.7
Expenditure on Food Items

Access to credit was expected to result in increased income, which it did in most of the SHGs. The increase in income was expected to be translated into better food for the family, and an increase in expenditure on food. This, however, was the case in only around 50% of the families. Another 50% reported only negligible improvement, or no improvement, or change for the worse. Four continuous years of drought probably took their toll on the staying power of the members’ families, and this could be a reason why increased income did not result in increase in food expenditure.
8.2
Impact on Members’ Social Status

On decision-making power, self-confidence, leadership, self-reliance, and group solidarity, member perception was that there was clear change for the better. However, 43% of members said that there was either no change, or insignificant improvement in their health status. There were similar responses to change in education level and in their participation in federations.

Table-8.15: Member perception of change in social status

	S. No.
	Issues
	No Change
	Insignificant improvement
	Noticeable Improvement
	Significant Improvement
	Change for Worse

	1
	Decision making power
	3.3
	11.3
	68.5
	17.0
	0.0

	2
	Self-confidence
	3.5
	7.3
	61.5
	27.3
	0.5

	3
	Leadership qualities
	3.0
	17.5
	60.5
	19.0
	0.0

	4
	Self reliance
	4.8
	13.8
	58.3
	22.8
	0.5

	5
	Group solidarity
	2.5
	11.3
	55.3
	30.3
	0.8

	6
	Health status 
	14.0
	29.0
	49.3
	7.5
	0.3

	7
	Representation in other groups
	32.5
	17.0
	43.0
	6.8
	0.8

	8
	Education level
	17.8
	39.8
	38.3
	4.3
	0.0


8.2.1
Health and Education

Nearly 57% of persons interviewed reported noticeable to significant improvement in health status. Only 14% reported no change in health status. SHGs provide women the right to borrow for their own health needs, apart from all other occupational and family needs. In the case of the poor, personal health management reflects directly on earnings, as the poor depend significantly on physical energy for their income. Women tend to put their own health needs last, but membership in the SHG provides them with the opportunity to invest in their own well being.

When it came to education, nearly 43% of women reported noticeable or significant improvement in education levels. Nearly 18%, however, reported no change, and another 40% reported insignificant improvement. Women have borrowed for children’s education, and the improvement was probably related to children’s education. On their own behalf, women have invested in learning to sign their names, but not much more in terms of formal education. Their knowledge levels, information base, ability to analyse, and to articulate, all of which are part of the education of a person, appear to have improved significantly over the years with their SHG. Women, however, were responding mainly to the question of increase in formal education levels.   

8.2.2
Self-reliance and Self-confidence
More than 81% of members reported noticeable/significant increase in self-reliance, and nearly 89% responded similarly with respect to self-confidence.  A very small percent of women felt that there was no change in either self-reliance or self-confidence. 

	Table8.16: Self confidence and social category


	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	-- 
	4.1
	2.4
	7.4
	--
	3.5

	Little change
	-- 
	9.5
	8.5
	3.7
	5.9
	7.3

	Moderate to significant 
	100.0
	86.5
	88.2
	88.9
	94.1
	88.8

	Change for worse
	-- 
	--
	0.9
	--
	--
	0.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


The level of increase in self-confidence is apparent in most SHGs even to a casual visitor. SHG members interact with outsiders with a degree of sophistication and self-worth not seen among rural women in the past. The rural poor woman is mobile and is used to an independent income, and, therefore, always has had the advantage of greater freedom than the richer urban or rural housewife. However, she spent most of her time within the family, or outside, earning for her family. Her entry into public spaces is largely due to her involvement with SHGs. What was striking in the responses was that over 94% of women from Minority category SHGs reported noticeable to significant increase in self-confidence. This could well be because women from among Muslim families tend to work from their homes, and have their mobility reduced, as a result. The SHG appears to have provided new spaces to them.

8.2.3
Decision Making and Leadership

Decision making capacity was perceived by most to have increased along with the number of times that they accessed bank loans. Where nearly 82% reported moderate to significant change in decision making ability at the 1st linkage, this increased steadily to 94.4% reporting increase in decision making ability by the 4th linkage. Every linkage requires negotiation with formal institutions, and negotiation brings with it the need to make appropriate decisions during discussion. Bank linkage appears to have contributed significantly to increase in decision making capacity among the women.  

Table-8.17: Decision making and linkages

	Amount of 

change
	No. of linkages
	Total SHGs

	
	1st 
	2nd 
	3rd
	4th & 5th 
	

	No change
	3.8
	3.1
	2.2
	-- 
	3.3

	Little change
	14.5
	8.5
	6.7
	5.6
	11.2

	Moderate to significant 
	81.7
	88.4
	91.1
	94.4
	85.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Among various social categories, too, women reported increase in decision making capacity. Where SHGs in the Minority category all reported moderate to significant change in ability to make decisions, SHGs in the ST category returned a comparatively low (though otherwise high) 71% in this regard. Those who felt that there was no change, were negligible, across the various categories.

Table-8.18: Decision making and social categories

	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	5.9
	2.7
	3.3
	3.7
	-- 
	3.3

	Little change
	23.5
	12.2
	12.3
	7.4
	-- 
	11.3

	Moderate to significant 
	70.6
	85.1
	84.4
	88.9
	100.0
	85.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


On the question of improvement in leadership qualities, nearly 80% reported a moderate to significant increase in these, while nearly 18% reported insignificant improvement. Leadership of SHGs requires skills of negotiation, of ability to represent group interests elsewhere, of conflict resolution, of funds management, of accounting and accountability functions. At least on some of these counts, members appear to have had significant improvements.

8.2.4
Group Solidarity and Participation in Other Organisations

Group solidarity is essential to bargaining, and the poor need to offset their individual vulnerability through acting together in numbers. Most groups, across various social categories, said that group solidarity had increased, as a result of their association with the SHGs. What was disturbing was that 4% of SHGs in the SC category reported a decline in group solidarity over the years. It could be that bank linkages had caused some conflict of interest in the group, and this was why members felt that there was a decline in group solidarity. 

Table-8.19: Group solidarity and SHG category

	Amount of 

change
	Social category
	Total SHGs

	
	ST
	SC
	BC
	OC
	Min
	

	No change
	5.9
	2.7
	2.8
	-- 
	5.9
	2.5

	Little change
	11.8
	12.2
	11.8
	9.9
	5.9
	11.3

	Moderate to significant 
	82.4
	81.1
	85.3
	90.1
	88.2
	85.5

	Change for worse
	-- 
	4.1
	--
	--
	--
	0.8

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Nearly 50% of the groups reported moderate to significant increase in their participation in other agencies such as their federation, VSS, SEC, VEC, VTDC, and Panchayat Raj Institutions. However, nearly a third reported no change, and that could indicate the need for SHPIs to invest more in improving skills for dealing with non-financial agencies. Simultaneously, however, many groups reported various levels of participation in several public programmes.

· Janmabhoomi: The Government of Andhra Pradesh used to conduct ‘Janmabhoomi’ programme at least twice a year, to address problems of people at village level – to take the government to the people. 

The data reveals that irrespective of social categories, majority of the groups (92.3%) participated in ‘Janmabhoomi’ programme. During the programme applications were submitted to the officials on various issues. Disbursement of Old Age Pensions and Widow Pensions, and various allocations to SHGs were made during this programme. For getting revolving fund, obtaining bank linkages and to acquire other kinds of benefits such as ‘Deepam’ and ‘Adarana’ the groups participated in Janmabhoomi programme.

Table-8.20: SHG members’ participation in other programmes

	S. No.
	Programme
	No. of SHGs
	% (N=400)

	1
	Janmabhoomi 
	369
	92.3

	2
	Chief Minister’s public meetings
	280
	70.0

	3
	Training
	235
	58.8

	4
	Pulse polio campaign
	222
	55.5

	5
	Family planning campaigns
	169
	42.3

	6
	Implementing mid-day meal 
	106
	26.5

	7
	Total Literacy Campaign 
	60
	15.0

	8
	Food for Work
	32
	0.8

	9
	Aids Control Mission 
	25
	6.3

	10
	Fair price shops (PDS)
	21
	5.3

	11
	ICDS activities 
	16
	4.0

	12
	Girl Child Education
	11
	2.8

	13
	Child labour Campaign
	10
	2.5

	14
	Anti-Arrack Movement 
	1
	0.3


· Chief Minister’s Public Meetings: One interesting finding was that out of 400 bank-linked groups, 70% of the groups have attended public meetings called by the Chief Minister. The data indicates that the socially advantaged groups participated more than the socially disadvantaged groups – however, there was participation from all the categories. Among the Minority category SHGs, attendance was lowest at nearly 53%. Political affiliation and use of public spaces by women from this category might have contributed to the lower attendance.

· Training: The Government of Andhra Pradesh has been imparting various kinds of vocational and occupational training, for beneficiaries under different programmes. Some of the training programmes aim specifically at creating awareness on SHG concepts and for promoting livelihood activities. Out of 400 SHGs, 58.8% of the groups have attended various training programmes related to SHG concepts and livelihoods. Among SHGs in the ST category, there was lower participation in comparison with other categories. 

· Pulse Polio:  The Government of India has been implementing Pulse Polio Programme, to improve the health status of children. More than half of the groups participated in the programme. Here, too, participation of SHGs in the ST category was low (41.2%), compared to other category groups. This is because of the absence of proper transportation facilities into their habitations, which also resulted in poor implementation of the programme in these areas.

· Family Planning: More or less 40% of the groups participated in Family Planning Awareness Campaigns across all the Social Categories as a result of the efforts made by the Department of Health and NGOs. 

· Mid-day Meal Programme: Government of Andhra Pradesh has been implementing Mid-day Meal Programme in primary schools to improve the enrolment and attendance of poorer children, and to reduce drop-outs. The programme failed due to general implementation constraints, lack of community participation and community contributions. Consequently, instead of serving cooked food, the Government distributed raw rice to the children. Later, the Government restarted the Mid-Day-Meal Programme through SHGs. It hoped to provide employment or livelihood opportunities for SHG women through involving them in mid-day-meal activities. It also hoped to improve the health status of the children, to encourage them to improve their educational levels, and to support poorer parents economically by reducing the financial burden of providing one meal to their children. 

The data shows that 26.5% of the groups have been involved in the preparation and management of the mid-day school meal. Where SHGs of the Minority category had a high rate of participation (52.9%), SHGs in the SC category had a low participation (18.9%). The low participation of SHGs from the SC category could well indicate that SHGs have not yet been able to break the caste barrier, when it comes to food preparation.

Initially many groups competed to cook food under the mid-day-meal programme. Later, however, they disassociated from it because of low earnings and other irritations in implementation.

· Food for Work: The Government of Andhra Pradesh introduced FFW Programme to check migration and to generate employment for the poor. The data shows that only 8% of the groups participated in FFW programmes.  One reason was that most of the works were soil/earth works, which involved heavy physical labour. Preference was given to men over women. Secondly, in rural areas, most women are accustomed to agro-based activities as opposed to civil works. Thirdly, in most of the works, machines were used instead of people, although this was against prescribed rules. 

· Public Distribution System: About 6% of the SHGs have maintained PDS Fair Price Shops in their Panchayats. It is important to note that 17.6% of the Scheduled Tribe groups are maintaining ration shops. 

· Other programmes: The groups’ efforts in promoting Girl-Child Education were minimal (2.8%). The groups’ participation in ‘Child Labour Campaign’, too, was minimal (2.5%). Involvements of SHGs in ICDS activities and anti arrack movement, too, were poor (4%).

8.3
Learnings

a. SHGs that had linked to banks had resulted significantly in increasing access to financial institutions, in increasing access to credit, in increasing income levels, in inculcating the habit of savings.

b. The linkage had increased employment opportunities, too, but not enough, perhaps.  

c. Increase in income resulted in better food in about 50% of homes, indicating the need for sustained services, till all families have staying power, regardless of drought and other natural hardships.

d. Several SHGs found themselves turning to moneylenders to service their transactions with banks. More careful lending, more careful repayment plans may be required in order that SHGs do not feel pressured to go to moneylenders.

e. Bank linkage has resulted significant increase in self-confidence, self-reliance, leadership, and in ability to make decisions. 

f. Health status improved, as did educational status, though the latter was not to the same extent.

g. SHG participation in other agencies programmes had also increased, though their political engagement was not apparent. 













































































































� While in Tables 43 and 44, a 5 point scale has been presented, in Tables 45 to 54, a 4 point scale has been presented, for greater visibility of change valued by SHGs – ‘improvement’ and ‘significant improvement’ of the earlier tables, are combined in the later tables as ‘moderate to significant change’.
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